Red-light cameras policy should be more transparent
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City officials seem to understand that drivers have a lot of questions about the new red-light/speeding cameras. And, with tickets going out starting early next week, they are working to bring everybody up to speed. A list of questions and answers from the city can be found on the Sun-News Web site at www.lcsun-news.com, trying to clear up some of the misunderstanding.

But there is one question the city will not answer — how fast do you have to be driving above the speed limit to get a ticket. Mayor Ken Miyagishima tells us the cameras can detect drivers going just 1 mph over the speed limit, but the city will set the real limit at something above that. Police spokesman Dan Trujillo said the cameras are designed to take into account that not all speedometers are calibrated the same. He said that driving 1 mph will not trigger the cameras.

However, neither will tell you at what speed level the cameras are triggered and tickets issued. Trujillo said if they announced what the grace area is before they start issuing tickets, then drivers would push it right up to that limit.

There may be some truth to that, but by refusing to clearly explain the rules of the game, the city is only adding to the mystery and skepticism drivers already have about a new program that drastically changes the way traffic enforcement is conducted, with the city going into business with a private company, and both standing to reap huge profits based on the number of tickets issued each day. Will the city raise and lower the "buffer zone," depending on its revenue needs in any given quarter? Will all drivers be treated the same, or will some get more of a buffer than others? And if they were to do either of those things, how would we ever know?

City officials have consistently said that the program is about public safety, not revenue. But, early numbers from the period when warnings, not tickets, were issued to violators make it clear that this will be an enormous money-maker for the city. Is that why city officials are refusing to say when the cameras will be triggered?

